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POETRY 

 

Grade VI I  

Lesson 5.  Trees 

 

 

 

 

      The poem, “Tr ees’ is a long cat alogue descr ibing t he var ious advant ages of  t r ees. Ever y 

per son who looks at  a t r ee appr eciat es it  f or  a dif f er ent  r eason. Tr ees ar e t he sour ce of  

sust aining lif e; t hey pr ovide f ood and shelt er . They ar e loved by childr en while playing games. 

They give shade and f r uit s and var ious ot her  gif t s. 

 

 

    STANZAWI SE EXPLANATI ON OF THE POEM 

 

 

 

Tr ees ar e f or  bir ds. 

Tr ees ar e f or  childr en. 

Tr ees ar e t o make t r ee houses in. 

Tr ees ar e t o swings on. 

Tr ees ar e f or  t he wind t o blow t hr ough. 

Tr ees ar e t o hide behind in ‘Hide and Seek’. 

Tr ees ar e t o have t ea par t ies under . 

Tr ees ar e f or  kit es t o get  caught  in. 

Tr ees ar e t o make cool shade in summer . 

Tr ees ar e t o make no shade in wint er . 

Tr ees ar e f or  apples t o gr ow on, and pear s; 

Tr ees ar e t o chop down and call. “TI MBER-R-R!” 

Tr ees make mot her s say, 

What  a lovely pict ur e t o paint !” 

Tr ees make f at her s say, 

“What  a lot  of  leaves t o r ake t his f all!” 

 

 

 

 

SOUL OF THE POEM 

St anza 1 
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Ref erence The above lines have been t aken f r om Shir ley Bauer ’s poem, ‘Tr ees’. 

Cont ext  The poet  list s down t he var ious advant ages of  t he t r ees. 

Explanat ion The t r ees ar e used by bir ds. They live in t he t r ees and build t heir  nest s. Tr ees ar e 

used by childr en. 

 They love t o make t r ee houses and use t hem as swings. Childr en love t o play hide and 

seek behind t he t r ees. Not  j ust  childr en, even gr own ups have f un ar ound t he t r ees. 

 They have t heir  t ea par t ies under  t he shade of  t he t r ees. The st r ong winds t hat  blow 

t hr ough t he t r ees pr ovide r elief  t o passer s-by. Dur ing ext r eme summer s, t r ees pr ovide shade. 

 Dur ing wint er s, t r ees do not  pr ovide shade and allow people t o bat he in t he sun. People 

get  t o eat  delicious f r uit  like apples and pear . Tr ees ar e usef ul even when t hey ar e chopped 

down. 

 We get  t imber  which is used t o make f ur nit ur e. To some, t r ees ar e like beaut if ul 

pict ur es t hat  t hey would love t o paint  and t o ot her s t hey ar e pr of it able as even t heir  shat t er ed 

leaves could be put  t o gr eat  use. 

 

    NCERT FOLDER 

 

1.  What  are the games or human act ivit ies which use t rees,  or in which t rees also 

‘part icipate’? 

  Childr en use t r ees f or  t heir  games. They make t r ee houses and play ‘hide and 

seek’ behind t he t r ees. Tr ees play an impor t ant  r ole also while adult s ar e spending some 

t ime at  leisur e. Under  t he shade of  t he t r ees, t hey have t heir  t ea par t ies and t hey also 

become a bef it t ing subj ect  mat t er  f or  paint ing. 

2.  (i) “Trees are t o make no shade in wint er. ” What  does t his mean? (Cont rast  t his 

 line with the line immediat ely bef ore it . ) 

 Dur ing summer s, t he t r ees pr ovide cool shade. I n wint er s, t his shade is not  

r equir ed. So people st and under  t he open sun t o enj oy it s war mt h. 

(ii) “Trees are f or apples t o grow on,  or pears. ” Do you agree that  one purpose of  a 

 t ree is t o have f ruit  on it ?  Or Do you think t his line is humorous? 

 One pur pose of  t he t r ees is t o pr ovide f r uit s like apples, pear s and so on. 

This line is not  humor ous, Humans do r ely on t r ees f or  f ood. 

Working wit h t he poem 
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3.  Wit h the help of  your part ner,  t ry t o rewrite some lines in t he poem,  or add new 

ones of  your own as in t he f ollowing examples.  

Trees are f or birds t o build nest s in.  

Trees are f or people t o sit  under.  

Now t ry t o compose a similar poem about  wat er,  or air.  

  Tr ees ar e f or  bir ds t o build nest s in. 

Tr ees ar e f or  people t o sit  under . 

Tr ees ar e f or  t hose leisur ely hour s t o enj oy t he beaut y of  nat ur e. 

Tr ees ar e f or  t he homemaker s t o beaut if y t heir  house. 

Tr ees ar e f or  t he sick ones t o der ive t heir  medicine f r om. 

Tr ees ar e f or  ever yone because t o ever y per son a t r ee has some gif t  t o of f er . 

 

 

CHAPTER PRACTI CE 

 

 

1.  Who have t ea part ies under t he t rees? 

  The adult s enj oy having t ea par t ies under  t he shade of  t he t r ees. 

2.  To what  use a mother put s the t rees? 

  Accor ding t o t he poem, mot her s love t o capt ur e t he beaut y of  t he t r ees on t heir  

canvas. 

3.  What  Happens when t he winds blow? 

  When t he winds blow t hr ough t he t r ees, t he leaves and br anches move t o and f or  

giving cool br eeze. 

 

 

 

1.  Why do the f at hers f ind t rees usef ul? 

  Dur ing t he f all, gat her ing t he scat t er ed leaves f r om t he gr ound, a lot  of  pr of it  

could be r eaped. 

These leaves could be used as f uel or  t ur ned int o manur e and f er t iliser s. The f at her s 

f ind t his pr of it able as t his aids t heir  business. 

Very short  answer t ype quest ions 

Short  answer t ype quest ions 
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Ext ract  Based Quest ions 

 

2.  Why the chopped down t rees are called t imber? 

 The t r ees ar e chopped down so t hat  t heir  wood could be put  t o use. The logs and 

wood, t imber , is used f or  car pent r y and t o make f ur nit ur e. Even when t he t r ee is 

chopped down, it  is usef ul and pr of it able. 

3.  From the reading of  the poem,  evaluat e t he benef it s of  t rees.  

 The t r ees have var ious benef it s. They cat er  t o t he needs of  all f or ms of  lif e. 

Bir ds der ive f ood and shelt er  f r om t he t r ees and so do some of  t he animals. 

Bir ds use t r ees t o build t heir  nest s. For  human beings, t oo, t r ees ar e a maj or  sour ce of  

sust enance. 

They get  f r uit s, shade, t imber , medicines and var ious ot her  such element s f r om 

t he t r ees. 

Childr en love t o play ar ound t he t r ees. 

For  t hose, who have leisur ely t ime, t r ees pr ovide r elief  and also wor k as subj ect s 

t hat  could be paint ed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dir ect ions (Q. Nos. 1-6) Read t he ext r act  given below and    

 answer  t he f ollowing quest ions. 

Tr ees ar e f or  bir ds. 

Tr ees ar e f or  childr en. 

Tr ees ar e t o make t r ee houses in. 

Tr ees ar e t o swing swings on. 

1.  Have you seen animals or birds making houses in t rees? 

  Yes, I  have seen many animals making t heir  houses, nest s in t r ees. Female 

monkeys j oyously sit  on t he br anches, pluck peas, beans et c., t ake out  t he nut s and 

f eed t heir  young ones. They f eet   a gr eat  cont ent  in doing so. 

 

 

 

Ext ract  1 
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2.  Give t wo example of  t rees that  have a number of  uses in everybody’s lif e.  

  The t wo uses of  t r ees ar e 

(i) Sandalwood t r ee gives sandal t hat  is consider ed, sacr ed in r it uals, wor ships 

et c. I t  gives wood, t imber  et c. I t  pr ovides shade t o humans, animals and most  

impor t ant ly snakes. I t  gives f r agr ance. 

(ii) Coconut  t r ee gives a ver y j uicy sweet  f r uit . I t s coir  is used t o make r opes et c. 

We get  t imber  f r om it . 

3.  Why do we make swings on t rees? 

  Swinging is an exer cise t hat  f eels you wit h a gr eat  j oy and ener gises you. 

Swinging on t he br anches of  a t r ee is mor e int er est ing t han any ot her  swings, 

because it  gives f r esh air  t oo. 

4.  How are t rees usef ul f or birds? 

                (a) To sit  on               (b) To build nest s on  

                (c) To hat ch eggs      (d) All of  these 

    (d) All of  t hese 

5.  What  are advantages of  t rees f or children? 

(a) They use t rees f or f urnit ure.  

(b) They get  money f rom t rees.  

(c) They speak t heir sorrows t o t rees.  

(d) They can play around t rees and get  f ruit s,  clot hes,  books f rom t rees.  

 (d) They can play ar ound t r ees and get  f r uit s, clot hes, books f r om t r ees. 

6.  What  should be done t o save t rees? 

(a) Everyone should plant  at  least  a t ree every year.  

(b) We should embrace t rees when one want s t o cut  t hem.  

(c) We should light  some bulbs near t rees.   

(d) We should love t rees.  

 (a) Ever yone should plant  at  least  a t r ee ever y year . 
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Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

 

“Tr ees ar e f or  t he wind t o blow t hr ough. 

Tr ees ar e t o hide behind in ‘Hide and Seek’. 

Tr ees ar e t o have t ea par t ies under . 

Tr ees ar e f or  kit es t o get  caught  in. 

Tr ees ar e t o make cool shade in summer . 

Tr ees ar e t o make no shade in wint er . 

1.  How does a t ree prove t o be benef icial during summers? 

  Tr ee gives cool shade dur ing summer . 

2.  Comment  on t he t one of  t he speaker when he says,  “Trees are f or no shade in 

wint ers. ” 

  The speaker  in a humor ous way not es t hat  dur ing wint er , t he shade of  t he t r ee is 

not  needed. People enj oy t he war mt h of  t he sun. 

3.  Use t he word ‘shade’ in a sent ence of  your own.  

  We wer e t ir ed walking a long dist ance, so we decided t o r elax under  t he shade of  

t he sun. 

4.  Who reaps t he benef it s when the wind blows t hrough t he t rees? 

(a) Birds              (b) Passers- by     (c) Adults      (d) All of  t hese 

  (d) All of  t hese 

5.  Who hides behind the t rees in ‘Hide and Seek?’ 

(a) Birds        (b) Children        (c) Passers- by      (d) All of  t hese 

  (b) Childr en 

6.  Who have t ea part ies under t he shade of  the t rees? 

(a) Birds        (b) Passers- by      (c) Adult s       (d) All of  t hese 

  (c) Adult s 

 

 

Ext ract  2 


